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COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


Nemser XIII. 
TuEsDAY, I January, 1793. 


Componttur orbis 





Urbis ad exemplum. CrLaAup. 


Whate’er in London is the fafhion 
Mutt be the fame throughout the nation. 








‘Tue RAMBLER has fomewhere ob- 
ferved, that original characters ate to be found 
chiefly in the Country. Without prefuming to dif- 
pute the authority of a philofopher, who explored 
the receffes of the human heart, I cannot help doubt- 
ing whether his remark is applicable to the ftate of 
rural manners at the prefent day. Tho’ our fathers 
were plain old gentlemen, who thought and aded 
like men, who had never been in Town in the courfe 
of their lives, we feem to be far better initiated in 
the ways of the world, and to be .laudably employed 
in effacing the veftiges of originality. 
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Berore I took upon myfelf the charge of Insprc- 
TOR-GENERAL of the Coritanians, 1 have often been 
entertained with obferving the effects, which Lon- 
don manners produce in the Country. The pro- 
penfity to imitation is, perhaps, no where more 
vifible. I recollect to have feen the ladies of a whole 
town drefled in gowns of exactly the fame pattern, 
fo that they feemed to belong to fome female Corps, 
of which that was the uniform; but upon enquiry I 
found that Mrs. ———— had juft returned from 
London, and pronounced fuch gowns to. be all the 


Jufoion. 


1 wave alfo known a Country Tradefman, who 
had a row of elms bcfore his houfe and a fpaci- 
ous garden behind it, all as covnirified as poflible, to 
retire weekly from the buftle of bufineis and the 
fmoke of a fmall town to a {nug box in a neigh- 
bouring village; there to enjoy the beauties of 
the Country, wholefome air, and a Sunday of plea- 
fure, like any Cit of Cornbill. 


fr we liften to the phrafeology in our Coun. 
try Towns, it is either the broad Doric of the 
County, in which we live, or elfe a fort of baftard 
Cockney engrafted on our natural diale@. Mifs 
——, who till the age of forty-three had never feen 
London, and {poke the beft York/bire in all Engiand, 
is juft returned from a two years’ refidence in the 
City. Her voice has grown more foft, her air more 
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gentle, her addrefs more finical, and her grammar 
more corrupt. During her abfence, her head-quar- 
ters were fixed in the Ward of Bafi/baw ; and the 
now looks with fovereign contempt on all her old 
acquaintance who have not enjoyed the fame 
advantages With herfelf. 


Our ftreets ring with boys whiftling the laft new 
tune, which fome of their companions have lately 
imported from the fhilling gailery in Covent-Garden : 
—and our well-bred young gentlemen are continu. 
ally rapping out “ That’s your fort,”’ an elegant 
modern phrafe, which was brought down in the in- 
fide of the Coach, while the mutic was only an out. 


fide paflenger. 


Havine noticed this f{pirit of emulation in all the 
Country Towns, with which I am acquainted, it has 
given me real and deep concern, that the intelli. 
gence from Loudon refpecting the reigning modes 
and the tafte of the Towa is fo lamentably flow in its 
progrefs towards the North, Yor what can be more 
diftrefling, than to fee crowds waiting with anxiety 
for the laft new tafhion, which the metropolis has 
adopted, condemned to the impatience of delay, and 
obliged to amufe themtelves a while longer, with 
fome trifle, which is grown quite out of vogue ? 
Politics, indeed, are tran{mitted to us with tolera- 
ble difpatch ; but as to every thing of real import- 
ance, we are deplorably in the ark. Milliners go 
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to town every Spring, and on their return make a 
report of caps, bonnets, ribbands, &c. &c. &c. ; 
yet this furely is of little ufe during the remainder 
of the year, fince all the world knows, that fafhions 
in drefs feldom laft above a month, before they be- 
come o/d-fafhioned. This fpecies of intelligence, 
therefore, is of no more fervice to Country ladies, 
than that which is ufually given in the frontifpiece 
to their pocket-books ; where they may have an op- 
portunity of ftudying “ the moft fafhionable head- 
« dreffles of the year Ninety-tw@’? during the whole 
of Ninety-three. 


In literature the fame inconveniences are felt as 
in the article of drefs : and tho’ the number of thofe, 
who are addicted to reading is not very great, yet 
they are a clafs, in whofe welfare I feel myfelf parti- 
cularly interefted. It is notorious that there is a 
fafhion in books, as in every thing elfe : fome pub- 
lications come out every year, which are fora fhort 
time thumbed and dogs-eared by every perfon, who 
has been taught the alphabet: fuch was, among 
others, the Apology of George Ann Bellamy, during 
the mania for which, all other Apologies, Letters, 
Anecdotes and Memoirs flept as foundly on their 
fhelves, as George Anu does at this moment. Yet all 
thefe fafhionable volumes have had the honour to 
have been perufed by every body in Zondon, before 
we Country Students have heard of their excellence. 
Books feldom reach us, till the Reviewers have 
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have granted them a permit, which is rarely done 
till after a confiderable delay; and as that learned 
body is not very favorable to rant and nonfenfe, the 
permit is frequently refufed, and thus we never hear 
of above a tenth part of the romances and _ hiftories, 
the offspring of the prefles of London, and even 
thefe arrive fo late in the Country, that the polite 
world have nearly forgotten them. 


Ir is evident, therefore, that in many refpects, 
the Beau Monde of the North is not fo forward in ime 
provement, as that of the Metropolis. This incon- 
venience, indeed, might poffibly never be felt, if we 
were not continually furprifed by vifitors from 
Jowu, who regard us as antiques. It is not, in itfelf, 
of any importance, that we are behind them in 
fafhions, if neither we nor they knew of our back- 
wardnefs, any more than it is to be lamented, that 
by the time we have heard of a battle in the Fa/. 
Indies, twenty other actions may have taken place. 
But if it were poiible, that a vifitor from the La/ 
could bring us in four days the News, for which we 
had waited four months, we fhould certainly become 
ridiculous for being fo much later in our intelligence 
than the reft of mankind. This is exactly the cafe 
with us in the Country. We drefs, as if we wore the 
caft clothes of the great people in Lovdou; and we 
pay vifits, perhaps, a full hour later or carlier chan 
we ought, not from our obftinacy or unwillingnefs 
ta be genice!, (for it muft be allowed, that we are 















































a ceatebbaaiinirendaaiiel 








106 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


very tractable and obedient to our betters) but merely 


from our ignorance, and the want of fuitable in- 
formation conveyed in due time. 


To remedy thefe evils, and thereby to introduce 
the modes of high life into the Country with greater 
facility and difpatch, I have lately meditated various 
plans, and tortured my brain with projects. The 
moft eligible method I have yet thought of is this :— 
I would have, in every market-town, an “ Orricr oF 
GENERAL INTELLIGENCE INSTITUTED FOR THE PUR- 
POSE OF PROMOTING FASHION IN THE TOWN AND 
NEIGHBOURHOOD.” It fhould be attended at leaft 
once a week (if on the market-day, it would be the 
more convenient for the venders of butter, eggs, 
fowls, &c.) by a perfon under the title of Comprrot- 
LER OF THE FasHIoNs, one who would not by his 
awkwardnefs and rufticity give the lie to his profef- 
fion, but fuch a man as would be qualified to act as 
Majer of the Ceremonies at a Country Affembly. It 
fhould be his bufinefs to receive by the very laft 
preceding Pott the neceflary information from pro- 
per Agents in Town, who would engage to give their 
whole attention to the variations of the Mode. His 
{alary fhould arife from fees paid him by thofe, who 
fhould confult him occationally, and from the regu- 
Jar fubicriptions of more fafhionable people. His 


Agents might tranfmit their advices in form and 
manner following : 
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To THE COMPTROLLER OF THE FASHIONS 
at in foire. 








Sir, 

Within thefe laft feven days Caffino has been on the de- 
cline, and Whi? has re-gained its ground. ‘This is the re- 
fult of my obfervation at feven routs. 


* 





I am, Yrs. 
Acenr forthe Visirinc DEPARTMENT. 


To THE COMPTROLLER, &Xc. 
Sir, 

Politics have very lately taken a different turn. Loyalty 
is more than ever the fafhion. Certain great men are com~ 
ing over to the A/fociations. Nothing was ever more in 
vogue than the Kino, and he is likely to remain fo :—you 
may fafely recommend him in the Country. 

Iam, Yrs. 
SUPERINTENDANT Of POLITICS, 





To tHe CompTROLiLerR, &c. 
Sir, 

Religion is at prefent at a very low ebb: [I believe it is 
going out of fafhion. Laft Sunday, I popped my head into 
eleven Churches, moft of them very empty. All the Par- 
fons within the Bills of Mortality complain heavily of giv- 
ing Wall-lefures. 

JT am, Sir,: Yrs. - — 
Morac AGEnvt, 





To THE COMPTROLLER, &Xc. 
Sir, 

Scarcely any books are read here but Political Pamphlets. 
The fafhionable Bookfellers are Stockdale, ‘Fordan, Debrett, 
and Aidgway. Even the ladies are forfaking their novels to 
dabble in Revolution and Reformation. 

1 am, Sir, Yrs. 
PROFESSOR of LITERATURE. 
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To tHe ComprTrRoiter, &c. 
Sir, 

The Gentlemen within thefe few days have worn their Coat- 
lappelles fomewhat broader ; fo that they now button them 
behind. Shoe-ftrings are reviving on account of fome mur- 
murings among the Buckle-makers at Sheffield and Birming- 
bam.—The drefs of the Ladies has not varied much within 
this fortnight. I was this morning at Le Brun’s, Tanier’s, 
and Dixon's, but faw nothing new. I have obferved about 
half a dozen Helmet Bonnets, but they are thought very hide- 
ous, and you muft not venture to fpeak of them in the 
Country. Yurban and Beef-Eater Caps are all the thing : it 
is about five to four in favor of the Beef-Eaters. 

I am, Sir, 


Yrs. 





CoMMISSIONER of Dress. 


R. 


Notes to the references in the laft N° 

“ See the Hiflory of the Septuagint in PripEAux’ Connecr, 
Vol, II. p. 44: 

“Br. Garviner. See Burnet’s Hist. RerormaTion. 
Vol. I. p. gi5- and Hums’s Hist. Encranp, Vol. IV. p. 
224. 

‘Merchants and gentlemen alone had permiflion to read THE 
Bistr, and even they were allowed to read it only on this con- 
dition, that they did it guwietly and in good order. See Hume’s 
Encrann. Vol. IV. p. 225. 

* A well-known anecdote of our great lyric poet, Coriins. 
Immediately on his return from a tour in France, he vas vifited by 
Jonnsox, who inquired what book he had in his pocket. “ I 
“*have but one,’ faid Corirns, producing a New Teftament, 
© but that ts the bef.” See Jonnson’s Life of Coutins. 
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